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Biographical Details

Terence English was born in South Africa in 1932 and educated at Hilton College, Natal.  Having won a Transvaal Chamber of Mines Scholarship to the University of Witwatersrand, he read Mining Engineering, qualifying BSc (Engineering) in 1954.  He then came to Britain and studies medicine at Guy’s Hospital, where he qualified in 1962.

While working on the Thoracic Unit at Guy’s, he came under the influence of Lord Brock and Mr Donald Ross and decided upon a career in cardiothoracic surgery.  In 1968 he became Senior Registrar to the Brompton, National Heart and London Chest Hospitals.  He spent 1969 as a Research fellow with Professor John Kirklin at the University of Alabama in Birmingham and in 1972 was appointed Consultant Surgeon to Papworth and Addenbrooke’s Hospitals in Cambridge.  There he became interested in the possibility of establishing a cardiac transplant programme in Britain and this was achieved at Papworth in 1979 when Keith Castle became the first successful British Heart Transplant patient.  He was Director of the British Heart Foundation Heart Transplant Research Unit at Papworth between 1980 and 1988.

In addition to his work as a surgeon, Sir Terence has written numerous articles on the practice of cardiac and thoracic surgery and has been active in many professional bodies. He was elected to the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1981 and was President of the College from 1989 to 1992.  He was also President of the International Society for Heart Transplantation in 1984-85 and has been a member of a number of official committees considering the funding and strategy for organ transplantation in the United Kingdom.  He was a member of the General Medical Council between 1983 and 1989.

In 1986 he was awarded the Clement Price Thomas prize for distinguished services to surgery by the Royal College of Surgeons of England.  In addition to Fellowship of that College, he is a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, the Royal College of Physicians of London, the American College of Cardiology, and holds Honorary Fellowships of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, the American College of Surgeons, the College of Medicine of South Africa, the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow.  He has also been awarded Honorary Doctorates from the Universities of Sussex, Hull, Nantes and Mahidol in Thailand as well as the University of Witwatersrand in South Africa.

He served as a member of the Audit Commission between 1993 and 1998, and from 1993 to 2000 he was Master of St Catharine’s College, Cambridge.  He was President of the British Medical Association in 1995-96.
He was made a Knight Commander of the British Empire in January 1991.  He is an Honorary fellow of St Catharine’s College, Cambridge, Worcester College Oxford, and King’s College, London
