C U R R I C U L U M   V I T A E 

DONALD NIXON ROSS

Donald Ross was born in Kimberley, South Africa in 1922, and graduated from the 
Universityof Capetown  in 1946, receiving the University Gold  Medal for the most distinguished graduate in medicine that year.  In 1949 he moved to Bath to do general
surgery. Two years later he became Senior Thoracic Registrar under Ronald Belsey in
 Bristol.  In 1953 he transferred to Guy’s as  cardiovascular Research Fellow, and in 1954 became Senior Thoracic Registrar under Sir Russell (later Lord) Brock. Four years later
he was appointed Consultant Cardio-Thoracic Surgeon at Guy’s, and  later also Consultant Surgeon at the National Heart Hospital, where in 1967 he became Senior Surgeon. In 1970
he was appointed the Director of the Department of Surgery at the Institute of Cardiology.

When cardiac surgery was in its developmental stages, Donald Ross spent a large amount
of his time achieving a safe heart-lung apparatus. During the past 30 years his research has been towards the use of human valves or biologically constituted valves for heart valve replacement, and he pioneered the aortic valve homograft in 1962. Another rewarding achievement, in 1967,  was to reimplant the patient’s own pulmonary valve in the aortic position.  This offered the possibility of a permanent valve, which in children, grows with
the patient.  Still today the homograft valve replacement and the Ross operation are part
of our surgical armentarium.

In 1968, at the National Heart Hospital, he led the team which achieved the first heart transplant in the United Kingdom.

Donald Ross is a Fellow of six surgical colleges.  He has lectured and operated widely

both at home and overseas, and introduced open heart surgery in India and Egypt.

In 1975 he received the Order of the Cedars of Lebanon, and in 1981 was awarded the
Order of Merit of the German Federal Republic. In 1994 he received the Order of Thailand.
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DATE OF BIRTH:          4th October 1922

RESIDENCE:                  London, England
HONOURS:                     1975    Order of  Merit - Federal Republic of Germany
                                         1975    Order of Cedars of Lebanon
                                         1994    Order of  Thailand
Q U A L I F I CAT I O N S

                                        1942    BSc Chemistry, Physiology, Anatomy

                                                    University of Capetown
                                        1946    MB Ch  B First Class Honours
                                                    University of Capetown

                                                    University Gold  Medal for most distinguished

                                                    graduate in medicine

                                         1949   FRCS Eng.

                                         1966   FACS

                                         1973   FACC

                                         1982   D Sc Hon

                                         1984   FRCS Hon Ireland   
                                         1989   FRCS Hon Thailand
                                         1993   FACS Hon  USA
A P P O I N T M E NT S 

                                          1952   Senior Registrar Thoracic Surgery, Bristol

                                          1953   Research Fellow, Guy’s Hospital

                                          1954   Senior Thoracic Registrar, Guy’s Hospital

                                          1958   Consultant Thoracic Surgeon, Guy’s Hospital

                                          1963   Consultant Surgeon, National Heart Hospital
                                          1963   Senior Surgeon, National Heart Hospital
                                          1970   Director, Department of Surgery,

                                                     Institute of Cardiology

                                          1978   Consultant Surgeon, Middlesex Hospital

L E C T U R E S H I P S  &   A W A R D S 

                                          1971   National Heart Hospital  Lecturer
                                          1974   St. Cyres  Lecturer

                                          1977   Lettsomian Lecturer, Medical Society of London
                                          1978   Guest Lecturer Association of Thoracic Surgeons, USA

                                          1980   Society of Thoracic Surgeons

                                          1982   Honorary Doctor of Science, Council for National  

                                                     Academic Awards, Guildhall London

                                          1983   Clement Price Thomas Award, Royal Coll. Surgeons, UK 

                                          1984   Guest Lecturer Southern  Thoracic Surgeons , USA

                                          1984   Denton Cooley Award

                                          1986   Thomas Burford Lecturer, St Louis, USA

                                          1987   David Waterston Lecturer, London

                                          1988   Tudor Edwards Lecturer, Royal College of Surgeons UK

                                          1992   John Kirklin Lecturer, Mayo Clinic USA

                                          1992   Visiting Professor- Cleveland Clinic USA

                                          1995   Hon. Fellow Royal Society of Medicine

                                          2002   Visiting Professor Bakoulev Centre RAMS, Moscow USSR
                                          2003   Visiting Professor University of East Carolina, USA

                                          2004   Visiting Professor Luebeck,Uni.Schleswig-Holstein,Germany
                                          2006   Visiting Professor Policlinico San Donato, Italy
                                          2007   Honorary Member British Assn. for Tissue Banking
                                          2007   Honoured Guest, 7 Wise Men of Cardiac Surgery, Greece 
                                          2007   Visiting Professor, Fuwei Hospital, Beijing China
T E A C H I N G

This has been an integral part of my surgical life, not only in the Guy’s and Middlesex (now UCL) teaching hospitals, but also at the National Heart Hospital. This latter institution was responsible for disseminating advanced postgraduate knowledge to postgraduate students
from counties throughout the world.
A broader and enjoyable aspect of my teaching activities was travelling to other centres as a lecturer and practical surgeon. I introduced open heart surgery to India and Egypt and have had 

the satisfaction of seeing it develop progressively over the years. In Egypt I had a regular annual commitment to take a full team to the Mahdi  Hospital  for two weeks of surgery. I have also operated and taught in Thailand, Greece, Spain, Italy, Kuwait and Kenya and many centres in the United States, on a voluntary basis.
P U B L I C A T I O N S  &  B O O K S 
Publications in journals are a necessary concomitant of a busy surgical life and I have an inclusive list of at least 260 publications from 1954.

Books include: 

A Surgeon’s Guide to Cardiac Diagnosis Part I- The Diagnostic Approach

 Publisher: Springer-Verlag 1962

A Surgeon’s Guide to Cardiac Diagnosis Part II- The Clinical Picture

Publisher: Springer-Verlag 1967

Medical and Surgical Cardiology with William Cleland, John Goodwin and Lawson McDonald

Publisher: Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford and Edinburgh. 1969

Biological Tissue in Heart Valve Replacement

Edited by M. I Ionescu, D. N. Ross & G.W. Wooler  

Publisher: Butterworths 1972

Surgery and Your Heart

Donald Ross & Barbara Hyams

Publisher: Baconsfield Publishers 1982

Cardiac Valve Allografts

Co-editor

Publisher: Steinkopff Verlag 1988

Principles of Cardiac Diagnosis and Treatment 

Co-authored with Terence English and Roxanne McKay

Publisher: Springer-Verlag 1992

S O C I E T I E S

Member of Thoracic Surgical Societies of India, Australasia, Thailand, Greece, Chile, Spain

Florida and Pennsylvania

Fellow, Royal Society of Medicine

Past President of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons of Great Britain and Ireland

Honorary Fellow of Society of Thoracic Surgeons of America and the American Association of Thoracic Surgery

Honorary Fellow of the Southern Thoracic Society of America and the International Society of Cardiothoracic Surgeons
R E S E A R C H  I N T E R E S T S

These go back to 1952 when I was first appointed full-time cardiovascular research fellow to Guy’s Hospital. This was at the time when cardiac surgery was in its early developmental stages and a great deal of my time was directed to achieving a safe heart-lung apparatus.

Subsequently throughout my clinical surgical work I retained an active research interest in parallel with my clinical, administrative and teaching responsibilities. 
Over the past thirty years the chief emphasis of this research has been towards the use of human valves or biologically constituted valves for heart valve replacement.  There is now an active following of surgeons throughout the world who are using these techniques.

We continue to refine the surgical methods and the preparation and storage of these valves, to retain, as far as possible, their natural characteristics.

My most rewarding achievements have been to firstly, in 1962, to introduce the homograft, 

and secondly in 1967, to introduce the pulmonary autograft whereby the patient’s own living valve is transplanted from one site to another.  This offers the possibility of a permanent valve which in the case of children also grows with the patient.
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